THE    GENESIS    OF   DISEASE

place, $1.50 per week is demanded, and for each of the others
$1 and $1.25 per week respectively; so that the rent of the garret
alone, amounts to $195 per annum. For a cellar, small, damp, lighted
by a single broken window, and the walls formed by the naked
stones of the foundation through which the moisture was con-
stantly exuding, $65, payable quarterly in advance, was demanded
and obtained. Nor are these singular examples j in every instance
that I have inquired, I have found the rents of the laboring poor
in a similar proportion.

Another evil resulting from a crowded population, and the con-
sequent exorbitant rents, is the manner in which houses, intended
for the poorer classes of our community, are constructed. In some
instances large buildings, designed for breweries or sugar-refineries,
have been divided into numerous small, dark rooms, every one of
which is tenanted by a family. In other cases the cupidity of land-
lords has tempted them to build up narrow alleys with small wooden
tenements, which, costing but little, and being let to numerous
families, yield immense profits. The alley is often not more than
six feet wide, paved with round stones and with very insufficient
means for draining off the water. It is not uncommon in such
situations, to find one or two of the apartments in each house en-
tirely under ground. Can we wonder if in such a state of things
we find moral as well as physical disease, vice as well as sickness?
Can we expect men who live thus to be sober and orderly, or women
to be cleanly and domestic? In such situations, during the summer
months, diarrhoea and dysentery are rife, and among children fatal.
Scrofula, in some of its protean forms, is frequently met with, and
they form the lurking places where small-pox, measles, and scarlet-
fever He covered under the ashes, or when circumstances are fa-
vorable, blaze up into sudden fury.

Slums are still the cancer of our cities. The dwelling, meant to
protect the peoples' health, has in many cases become a major
cause of disease. All our cities, so badly adapted to the present
means of transportation and to modern sanitary requirements, need
drastic rebuilding. Some progress has been achieved and a few of
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